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lie would have been glad to torture Humayun to death, his heart
melted at the sight of Akbar. The prince, to him, was more a son
of Hamida Banu than a heir to the throne of Kabul. Ali Akbar
was his preceptor, a guide, at whose feet in his youth he learned
to read and write.
Hindal too was known to have immense respect for the Shaikh.
It has been suggested by some historians that he was in love with
Hamida Banu and wanted to marry her. His reaction to
Humayun's desire to take her as his wife was violent. He was
greatly upset over this unforeseen development, and decided to
throw in his lot with Kamran at a critical moment in the life of
Humayun. Left to hereself, Hamida would probably have pre-
ferred to marry Hindal, but the compulsions of the court etiquette
left her no alternative but to accept the royal proposal* Whereas
Hindal seemed to have overcome his one-time revulsion of
Humayun, Kamran did not. The latter remained to the end of his
days a captive of his frustrations. His treatment of Akbar was
perhaps a plea to God that he was not as wicked as Humayun and
some others made him out to be.
A new set of tutors for Akbar was chosen. They were all ex-
perienced teachers, well versed in subjects in which instruction
was traditionally imparted to royal princes. They did their best to
break Akbar's aversion to academic courses, but in vain. Kamran
was apprised of the prince's propensities, but he was too busy in
the affairs of the state to take any initiative to tame his nephew.
The Mirza was satisfied that all that was possible had been done
for the prince's education.
In the meantime, Humayun, rejoined by Hindal and Haji Muham-
mad, proceeded towards Badakhshan in the hope of receiving
assistance from Harem Begum who, in the absence of her hus-
band Sulaiman Mirza, was ruling the country with such firmness
as was the envy of many neighbouring rulers. Her hostility to
Kamran was the talk of the whole region. In the days of his home-
lessness, the Mirza did the indiscretion of sending her a red hand-
kerchief along with costly gifts,** but the Begum, aroused to ex-
*For a detailed account of the protracted negotiations preceding Huma-
yun's marriage with Hamida Banu, see Muni Lai, Humayun^ Vikas, 1978,
104-5.
**In the Orient, the red handkerchief is a symbol of love and its presen-
tation to a lady an invitation for marriage.